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Garden Club Newsletter    Winter 2012 

Dear fellow gardeners!  

What is a Fairy Garden?  

 The Staff at Parkland Garden Centre would like to thank everyone for coming out to see us over the past year, 

but we are not done yet!   Did You Knowé Parkland Garden Centre has a unique line of Christmas ornaments and trees.  

Our buyers travel great distances to bring the latest trends in Christmas and every day giftware to Central Alberta.   

Parkland has over 25 themed trees for you to admire and shop from.  Come out to Parkland Garden Centre and do your 

holiday shopping in one stop..  We have gifts to suit all ages, including unique collectable ornaments and beautiful     

giftware.   

 If you are having a difficult time deciding, why not give a gift certificate  and let that special someone choose 

for them self.  Our magnificent poinsettias and houseplants are always a welcome gift. Come ñExperience a Country 

Christmasò at Parkland!   

 This year we have a second location in the Parkland Mall (old Sears mall entrance) showcasing some of our   

unusual products.  Seeing is believing!    

 

Be sure to visit our wonderful Ice Sculptures and then come in to enjoy the wonderful atmosphere while you shop 

with your family.  (Date of set up is December 15th, depending on the weather). 

 A  Fairy Garden is a miniature garden complete with structures and actual  

living plants.   It is designed to give your green thumb a place to tend year-round and  

to lure fairies and with them, good luck, to your home.  Itôs a tiny space created and 

tended with love.   

 Great gift idea for the  die-hard gardener, or those who can no longer garden 

outdoors!   

 The design and components are limited only by your imagination and we have  

a wide range of accessories to  complement the starter kit. 

 Be one of the first to get one of these fantastic and unique gardens! 

 

Most common comment heard as the staff unpacked them; 

ñThatôs SOOOO Cute!ò 

Twitter  @ParklandGarden 

Web  www.parklandgarden.ca 

Phone  403-346-5613 

E-mail  info@parklandgc.ca 

OPEN YEAR ROUND! 

http://www.parklandgarden.ca
mailto:info@parklandgc.ca
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 Once upon a time, old mother Maria was scrubbing and cleaning her house.  Christmas Eve was  

coming soon!  Everyone knew that the Christ Child would visit on Christmas Eve to bless each house, so of course it 

must be sparkling clean for his visit! 

 Even the spiders, Silke and Milke, who lived in their web up in the darkest corner of the ceiling must go!  As 

Mariaôs broom approached, they hurried and scurried and squeezed through a crack up into the attic to be safe.  From 

there they peeked down and watched as Maria and her husband and children brought in the Christmas tree.  They cov-

ered it with candles and bright coloured balls and paper snowflakes and the many ornaments they had collected over the 

years.  They sang, told stories and drank eggnog and cider, and finally went up to bed to dream of Christmas morning. 

 But Silke and Milke could only see a tiny bit of the tree through the crack in the ceiling. ñOh,ò said Silke, ñI 

want to see ALL the pretty decorations!ò  ñMe too!ò cried Milke.  ñLetôs creep down and look when they all go to bed.ò  

And thatôs just what they did.  Down through the crack at midnight they crept and landed on the star at the top of the 

tree.  ñI still canôt see everything,ò complained Milke.  ñMe neither,ò sighed Silke.  ñWe must climb out along the 

branches to see the pretty decorations,ò said Milke.  And thatôs just what they did.  From the very top to the very bottom 

of that lovely tree scampered Silke and Milke, leaving a trail of spider web all over the tree. 

 ñOoh, it is the loveliest, loveliest Christmas tree ever, isnôt it Milke?ò said Silke.  ñYes, indeed, the loveliest 

Christmas tree ever,ò agreed Milke.  So, happily, they squeezed back up into the attic and slept. 

 While they and all the family slept, the Christ Child entered and blessed the house for the coming year.  But 

when he saw the  familyôs Christmas tree all covered with musty, dusty spider webs, the Christ Childôs heart was sad for 

the family, so the Christ Child reached out his little hand and touched the spider webs and instantly they turned to silver 

and gold.  The family was overjoyed when they rushed down on Christmas morning; overjoyed with the special gift from 

the Christ Child. 

 And ever since, people have draped their Christmas trees with garland and tinsel, in honour of the gift of the 

Christ Child.  Some even place a pretty spider ornament on their tree to thank those first little spiders. 

 At Parkland Garden Centre, we have many different and unique garland products to create  your own ñsparkleò 

on your tree.   

The Legend of the Christmas Spider         
Retold by Judith Anne Moody  

The Legend of the Christmas Pickle Ornament  

by Carol Ritten Smith  

There is some mystery as to the origin of hanging this unusual, green, glass ornament on the Christmas tree. The 

most common legend bandied about is purported to have started in Germany many years ago. 

On Christmas Eve, after the children were in their beds, the parents decorated the Christmas tree. Among the 

other pretty ornaments on the tree, last but not least, a glass pickle was hidden deep within the boughs. When Christmas 

morning arrived, the children rushed to the beautifully decorated tree to search for the pickle ornament. The first one to 

find it was told to expect an extra gift from St. Nicholas or, if an extra gift was not possible, the observant child was al-

lowed to open the first present. 

Oddly enough, the German people do not substantiate the origin of this story. Nor do they observe this custom. 

Perhaps there is another explanation. 

How about this one? Many years ago two Spanish boys, travelling home for Christmas, stayed overnight at an 

inn. The corrupt innkeeper stole everything they owned and then stuffed them inside a pickle barrel. Fortunately, that 

night, St. Nicholas also decided to stay at the inn. He heard the trapped boys and rapped his staff against the barrel. The 

boys miraculously appeared, seemingly unharmed, and resumed their trip home for Christmas. 

Finally, there is a third possible explanation of the origin of the Christmas Pickle Ornament. During the Ameri-

can Civil War, a soldier, born in Bavaria, was captured and held as a prisoner of war. Starving and growing very weak, 

he begged the guard for one last pickle before he died. The guard took pity and gave him one. That one pickle supplied 

the prisoner with enough sustenance for him to live. 

So there you have it, three explanations as to how the Christmas Pickle Ornament came about. Whether it is an 

excuse to reward an observant child, an aid to remember two boys in a pickle, or a way to recall how a gherkin saved a 

prisonerôs life, the Christmas Pickle Ornament has become a favourite decoration on the Christmas tree. 

Hide one in your tree this year and make it part of your own family tradition. 

Just arrived at Parkland Garden Centre ð ask our staff where to find them at both of our Christmas Boutiques! 
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Bima Trading aims at  the need for a ñdifferentò look in design, in order to  

create a niche, that does not resemble the same look featured in most furni-

ture stores or design centres.  

 Our company,  has an extensive history in procuring furniture from Asia, particularly Indonesia. Our mission has 

always been to design original, practical and ódelightful on the eyeô pieces that enhance our ultimate customerôs home.  

 Our furniture, using timber from this densely wooded part of the world, comprises mango, mahogany and other 

hardwoods. We help in preserving the environment by supporting manufacturers that replant trees as well as utilize 

fallen trees as raw materials whenever possible. 

 We have developed techniques to give our products an óaged-lookô which may include numerous colors, blends 

and shades. Our manufacturing process can also be adapted to clientsô requirements while maintaining our unique 

ófootprint. 

 Wood is a living material that continues to respond to changes in climate condition even after it is converted into 

furniture. Since our products are made of solid wood, they will reflect a weathering effect that may show slight cracking 

due to changes in moisture. This does not effect the structural integrity of the furniture.  However we do recommend ap-

plying tung oil periodically to stained finishes to maintain their natural beauty. Our pieces are made as antique reproduc-

tions and therefore will show the natural aging and wear of a true aged piece of furniture.   Enjoy your new piece! 

 As well as in stock  items, Parkland can also take special order requests from out catalogue.  
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From Bima Trading  

Purchase one of these unique Christmas 
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Christmas Boutiques, and start a  
Christmas Tradition of your own!  


